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Cornelia, Margareta. Fulia. Au- 


relia. Catharina. 


Cornelia. 7 5 HE Readineſs and 


FE Alacrity with which 
Vue meet this Day, 
give me Reaſon to hope, that the 
Powers which prote& our injured 
Sex, 
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Sex, will propitiate our Convention, 
and inſpire the Mind of every one 


here preſent with ſuch Things as 


may be uſeful to each of us in par- 
ticular, and to the whole Common- 
wealth of Women in general. Tis 
well known that we have long la- 
bour d under the intolerable Inſo- 


lence of Men; who, valuing them- 


ſelves upon what they call Superiori- 
ty of Nature, look upon us as Crea- 
tures form'd only for their Emolu- 
ment; a ſort of Handmaids to our 
potent Lords; and fo far from being 
upon a Level with them, that ſome, 


while they make Drudges of our 


Bodies, deny that we poſſeſs immor- 
tal Souls. We are to be wholly go- 
vern'd by their Dictates; our Re- 
monſtrances are ſtiled Billingsgate, 

and our Conventions Goſſiping. Nor 
Part nor Lot have we in the Admini- 
ſtration of Affairs; nor are we in- 


truſted with Office or Employment. 
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I will not now attempt to enume- 
rate all the Inſults we receive from 
haughty Man, who is always contri- 
ving new Abuſes ; 


Nec cult Panthera Aomarit. 


Margareta. With Juſtice, learned 
Cornelia] you are placed at the Head 
of this Aſſembly; nor would J pre- 
ſume to interrupt your florid Speech, 
but that here is a proper Occafion of 
obſerving one notorious Slight put 
upon us by our cruel Task-Maſters. 
They think they have been very arch 
when they cry, © One Tongue is e- 
cc nough for a Woman; and there- 


fore, except ſome n who, like 


vourſelf, will know Language in 
ſpight of them, we are debarred the 
Accompliſhment of Learning ; and 
our Genius, nothing inferiour to 
theirs, lies, alas | uncultivated. They 
think we are made only to ſing Lul- 
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liby to the Efhgies of our Lords; or 
to entertain with what they call an 
agreeable Impertinence the Hours 
they think fit to ſpend, forſooth, in 
Amuſement. 


Corn. You need make no Excuſe, 
dear Margareta ] for your Interrup- 
tion; ſince what you have offered is 
ſo very pertinently urg'd, and the 
Grievance you mention not the ſmal- 
leſt of thoſe we hope to redreſs. 
Had I as many Tongues as had Bri- 
areus Hands, or Argus Eyes, all 
were too few to name our Hardſhips. 
But ſince we intend in this our Meet- 
ing only to conſider of the Method 
and OEconomy of a larger Aſſembly, 
let us firſt agree of what Numbers, 
and what Degree the ſame ſhall con- 
fiſt ; avoiding the Confuſion of a 
Multitude, whilſt we ſhun what 
might ſeem Tyranny in the Deter- 
mination of a few, And this I hum- 


bly 


(9) 
bly offer as the Buſineſs of the 
Day. | 


Julia. Before we agree who ſhall 
be admitted, it may not be impro- 
per to determine who Hall not. 
One intire Claſs of our Sex, I opine, 
ought to be excluded: I mean the 
Maids or Virgins; who, unskill'd in 
Life, know not how to ſet a juſt 
Value upon Liberty ; but .long for 
the Fleſb-pots of Egyptian Tyrants. 
Prone to believe that infinuating 
Speech, to which the Deceivers are 
no Strangers; and are ſure to loſe 
a Part of their Sight, every Time 
their bright Eyes are complimented. 


Aurelia. I agree, Ladies, with 
Julia, that ſuch as ſhe mentions are 
unfit to ſerve; and would undoubt- 
edly be perverſe in their Votes, per- 
plex our Councils, and retard the 
Progreſs of Affairs; but how to 

B diſtin- 


CA ..... 


| (10) 

| diſtinguiſh which are Vigins, which 

l not, will, I fear, be a Matter of 
ö 


Difficulty. 


Catharina. Difficulty indeed! 
therefore, to avoid Trouble, let all 
be excluded who were never mar- 
ried. 


Corn. Rem acu tetigit Cathari- 
na. That is, Catharina has hit the 
Mail on the Head.----Meo guidem 
calculo.-—according to my Opinion. 
And, if none attempts an Oppoſi- 
tion, (as I think no one does) Be 
it reſolved, Memine contradicente, 
That no Virgin, commonly ſo cal- 
led, be admitted to the intended 
Meeting for ſettling the Rights and 
Priviledges of the injur d Female 
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r But ſome there are, who 


neither inſiſt upon having, ben 
married, E 1 
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married, nor yet pretend to the 
World that they are Virgins ; ſuch, 


I mean, as Women of Virtue, com- 


monly call'd Strumpets : I therefore 
ask, Are theſe to be admitted, or 


not admitted? -— Ones. Not ad- 
mitted. There are likewiſe who 
differ from both the Characters de- 


ſcribd; to wit, Concubines, or 


Kept-Miſtreſſes: : I once more de- 


mand, Are they to be received as 
Members: : 


Corn. Temerity or Precipitation 


in Councils was ever a Thing of the 


moſt dangerous Conſequence ; re- 
fer we therefore the Caſe of cuſs to 
the Conſideration of that greater 
Body, which ſhall be conven'd out 


of the other Claſſes of our Sex; 


which I take to conſiſt of Wives and 
Widows.---Wives have of courſe a 
Zeal for redreſling the Injuries they 


now feel, and will be hearty in the 
B 2 Cauſe : 


( 12 ) 
Cauſe : Widows, from their former 
Experience, and the Reſolves we 
ſhall make, will be able (ſhould they 
ever marry again) to ſtem the Tor- 
rent of Abuſe, and ſtrenuouſſy al- 
ſert the Female Liberties. 


Jul. But of Widows, I humbly 
move, that none be admitted above 
the Age of Seventy, nor ſuch as have 
been joined to more than tiree Huſ- 
bands : The Firſt, becauſe we can 
hope no great Service from them 


beyond thoſe Years ; and the Laſt, 
. Tyranny may have become 


ſo habitual to them, that they may 


plead for Eaſe, and a mean Submiſ- 
fion ; which is inconſiſtent with the 
Spirit we would encourage, and the 
Meaſures we purpoſe to take, 


Omer. Agreed. 


Aur. 
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Aur. Thus much for the Con- 


dition. Let us next conſider of the 


Number; and that, with due Re- 
gard to what Cornelia wiſely hint- 
ed; avoiding the Appearance of 17* 
ranny and Confuſion. 


Cath. I propoſe, of Wives 70, 


of Widows 40. 
Marg. I agree to the Number of 


Wives; but move for reducing the 
Widows to 30: For it is high- 
1y reaſonable that thoſe who are 
now actually and immediately in- 

tereſted in Affairs, ſhould have a 
been a very great Majority over 
thoſe, who have all in their Choice 
after Matters are ſettled. 


Corn. Is it then agreed, that this 
Reſolution paſs with Margareta's 


| Amendment! e 


Omnes. 


(14) 
Omnes. Agreed. 
Jul. And that no Fluſhing , 


Heart-burning, or other Perturba- | 

| tion may perplex the Members or 
Wil any of them; let no Diſpute ariſe 
10 about Precedency; but each Mem- 
1 ber ſeat herſelf according to Pri- 
If ority of Entrance, without any Re- | 
ll gard to Seniority, Birth, Marriage | 


preſent or former, or any other 
Matter or Thing whatſoever. 


Corn. Conſented to for the 
Time being; but referr'd 
Marg. [to the General Meeting; ö 

lif any ſuch Perturbation 


it | Aur. 7 ſhould appear, or Diſ- 
1 pute (as is to be fear d) 


Cath. ſhould ariſe about the 


Pre miſſes. 


Cor Ji. 
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Corn. Let Clerks be nam'd to 


take Minutes of the ſeveral Matters 
to be tranſacted. 


Aur. That is well moved ; but 
fince our Sex, for the Reaſon before 
mentioned, are not uſually ſo ex- 
pert at thoſe Affairs; let us deli- 
berate a while, how, with Safety 


and Secrecy, to have them ſupplied 


out of the other. 
Cath. What ſhall be the Number? 
Marg. Be they Four. 


Ful. And taken thus : Two, the 


Husbands of Wives, whoſe Fortune 


is by prior Settlement intirely in 
their own Diſpoſal ; their Husbands 
having no Dependence but upon 
their Grace and Bounty. 


Corn. 


(16) 


Corn. It were to be wiſh'd that 
all were ſo; —- But for the other 
Two. | 61 


Jul. Let them be Husbands who 
have been married by the Space of 
Five Years, and their Wives never 
(ſince Marriage) been pregnant. 
I Theſe Circumſtances will reduce 
j them to a Humility unknown to 
I. them by Nature, and oblige 'em to 
al. Secrecy for fear of oftending. 
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Corn. Julia has, revera and bona 

1 fide, obliged the Convention by her 
lucky Hint, and I am intirely with 
her in Opinion. 


8 . _ 
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M. arg. | 
Aur. > Agreed with Thanks, 
Cath. 
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Marg. But ſince our high and 
mighty Lords charge us, in their a- 
bundant Wiſdom, with an intire 
Inability to keep even our own Se- 
crets: Be it our Care to provide a- 
gainſt any Intimation of our Coun- 
cils to them eſpeciall 7 


Cath. Be it des agreed, : that 
if any Wife to her Husband, in the 
fondeſt Minute; or any Widow to 
her Lover, ik broad ſoever his 
Shoulders, or ſtrong his Limbs ; ſhall 
diſcover, hint, or make Signs of any 
thing tranſacted in the coming Aſ- 
ſembly ; it ſhall be penal. 


Aur, Penal indeed ! But what 
Puniſhment ſhall be annex d to ſuch 
an Oftence : 2 


C Jul. 
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Jul Be ſhe ſilenced, and to re- 
main intirely mute by the 1 8 of 
three Days. 


Corn. Severe enough ! But ſo be 
all Betrayers of Councils puniſh'd.--- 
And now, that Matters may not lie 
at large, but that ſomething may be 
prepared to lay before the Body-when 


. convened ; confider we of ſome ge- 


neral Heads, upon which to go upon 
at our firſt Entrance upon Buſineſs, 


7 Begin, Cornelia; ; for you 


are moſt happy in thoſe Advantages 


which render a fine Woman conſi- 


derable. You have Language, Lo- 


; gick, and Philoſophy, and ſeem to 
have a deep Senſe of he Tyranny of 


our Wabuchodonogors, 


Corn. Gratias ago, that is, Julia, 
1 return you Thanks for your Com- 
pliment, 


(19 ) 
pliment. I own I would not be 
without my agreeable Amuſements; 
my Bards, Hiftorians, Philoſophers, 
Sc. to be thought the very beſt 
Good-Thing, the moſt conjugal 
Dear, and tighteſt Houſewife in 
Great Fog aig Yet I muſt be Mi- 
ſtreſs of my Houſe (nay and will) 
whenever I pleaſe.—I ſhall therefore 
propoſe to the auguſt Aſſembly, that 
the Men may take upon them the 
Care of the World abroad, that is, 
the more laborious Part (agreeable to 
their boaſted Strength) in Time of 
Peace; and that they have Leave to 
ſeek their darling Honour, where 
they can find it, in Time of War; 
but that the Women be roris parti- 
bus, omnibuſque negoti is, Rulers at 
home, over Husband, Children, Ser- 
vants, &c. (except when it is not 
their Pleaſure to trouble themſelves 
with domeſtick Affairs) and this 
without any Contradiction, Inter- 
2 ruption, 


(20) 


ruption, or Moleſtation, and with- 
out Word or Look to the — — 
Dixi have. ſaid. 


Marg. Whilſt you, Cornelia, re- 


gard our Intereſts at home, I will 


endeavour ſomething for our Emo- 
lument abroad. I ſhall therefore 
propoſe to the Aſſembly that a fine 
Woman be at her own abſolute Diſ- 
poſal to go to Par, Play, Opera, 
Maſquerade ; whither, and when- 


ever, her Judgment or Fancy leads; 


without any Complaint, Remon- 
ſtrance, Frown, or other Indication 
of Diſlike from him, whom ſhe ho- 
nours with the Name of her Huſ- 
band. And all this in Company of 
whomſoever ſhe pleaſes; Man, or 
Woman, approved by the Husband, 


or not approved, &c. 


Jul Let her be never fatigu'd 
with his filthy F ondneſs, but when 
{he 


„ 
he ſignifies her Pleaſure by ſuch a 
Lan as ſhe thinks fit to make uſe 
of as the Signal of Amour : But, to 
avoid Prolixity, Lady Pliant in the 
Play be her ban and Sir P aul 
(Rn beſt of the Sex) his. 


- Aur. Let her Apparel be tired} 
at her own Election; rich, whimſi- 
cal, - or whatever ; nor let him pre- 
fume to Gee paying her Bills. 


Cath. Have ſhe free Liberty to put 
on what Humours ſhe pleaſes ; be 
Prude, Coquet, Mix'd, or any thing, 
which ſuits her own abſolute Will; 
and preſent Diſpoſition ;' in as fall 
and ample Manner, to all Intents 
and Purpoſes, as if the Bargain be- 
tween them had never been made; 
and all this without any Grumbling 
or Reſentment whatſoever. This is 
what I hal propos and will follow 
through 


| ( 22 ) 
through the Alen with all my 
Intereſt. 


Corn. Thus much at 8 for 
ourſelves, ſince we are all Wives: 
The many Things wanting ſhall be 
propoſed as Occaſion offers. And 
I for the Widows, they may be heard 

It in their Places, when the Afﬀembly 
1s conven'd ; which to ſummon ſhall 

= be our next Work : But now our 
6 Fatigue calls for Refreſhment. And, 
thus, we proceed like the Worthies of 
old. A merry Poet makes this plea- 
ſant Remark upon Homer, (you 
have heard of Homer) That his He- 
roes did their Work and dind; ſo 
we, having gone through the Bullnes 
of the Day, may now, with a good 
Grace, take our Collation. Only 
this before we riſe. Liberty 1s the 
1 darling Bleſſing of human Nature; 
and the , of Liberty we have 
been IR to maintain : Whilſt 
we 
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we are thus engaged we are truly 
Heroins, nothing inferiour to the 
fam'd Camilla, (of whom Virgil 
gives an excellent Character) Tha- 
leſtris, and the reſt ; whoſe Names 
are handed down to us with the 
higheſt Honour. Let me therefore 
exhort you to be as firm in your Re- 
ſolves as warm in your Reſentments. 
Be not allured by trifling Toys, nor 
byaſs'd by a caſual Fondeſs ; ſo ſhall 
your Fame reach to lateſt Poſterity ; 
ſo ſhall your Daughters admire and 
love you, and Wives, yet unborn, 


ſing your Praiſes, But 


Finis coronat Opus. 
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Praiſe of GOLD. 


LSE A TIL, facred Gold who from thy 


awful Throne 


Doſt rule Mankind unriyald and 
alone, 
Inſpire thy Bard, that in no vulgar Lay 
Attempts to ſing the Glories of thy Sway; 
Thee I inyoke. Let others court the Nine, 
Shine thou on me, and on me only ſhine. 
Let tatter'd Wits inſipid Verſes tag, 


And join a Madrigal to every Rag; 
D 2 Dnknowing 


Unknowing thee hy Deity deſpite, 
Themſelves the Scorn of all the Great and Wiſe; 
J feel thy Influence and thy Power confeſs, 
O] be thou preſent, and my Labours bleſs! 
Thy Force reſiſtleſs through the World is ſeen, 
Thou mighty Agent of the vaſt Machine ! 
O'er Synods thou, o'er Councils doſt preſide, 
Peace to ſecure, or for the War provide; 
Contending Texts are by thy Gloſs agreed; 
Beſt is thy Faith, moſt orthodox thy Creed. 
No God is worſhip'd, nor are Laws/obey'd, 
But as they will who by thy Power are ſway'd; 
Thou can'ſt in Friendſhip end all warm Debates, 
And wiſely ſettle the Affairs of States; 
For thee the Patriot in a Traytor's Cauſe | 
Deſerts his Country, and evades her Laws; 
Inſpird by thee, Saints Brother-Saints beguile, 
And pious Breathings perpetrate the Wile ; 
By thee the Church robb'd of her wonted Peace, 
In Danger ſtands, till thou her Fears releaſe ; 
By 


( 29 ) 
By thee the Formal get the Name of Wiſe, 
Afﬀert their Blunders, and Good Senſe deſpife; 
In War, in Law, Religion, Arts, and Love, 
0 Power we — and by thy Power ven _— 


The Trumpet Aand, the giddy 1955 _— 
His panting Breaſt immortal Glory warms ; 
Among the Stars he'l fix his deathleſs N 
And ſtand. recorded in the Rolls of Fams; 

In the great Cauſe he'l ſpend his deareſt Blood, 
And periſh fighting for his Country's Good. 
Purſue thy idle Dreams, and ſee the while 
The prudent SY with juſt Deriſion ſmile; 
Gold, the beſt Motive and the juſteſt Cauſe, 
From Rhodarn's Banks the whisker'd Warriour 
draws; 

Gold, Gold, he cries, ſecures his lawful Pay, 
Then thro? enthuſiaſt Squadrons hews his Way. 
Immortal Philip that whole Kingdoms won, 
Opening the Way to his ungracious Son, 

| Scorn'd 


(30 ) 
Scorn'd not the Uſe of Gold, but fairly paid 
For Towns and Cities which wiſe Men betray'd. 
So the fam'd Lewis, juſtly call'd the Great, 
Aided by thee could half the World defeat. 
Nations with Nations leagu'd tho' WILLIAM led, 
WILLIAM ſometimes retir'd, and Nations fled. 
But Things ſo ſtrong, ſo beauitful, ſo good, 
By few are known, by fewer underſtood : 


For inſtance, ſee, oppreſs'd by lawleſs Rome, 


Fraught with the God the pious damnite come; 


* The unpoliſh'd Leader ſee (audacious Pride!) 
Strut with falſe Glory and the Gift deride, 
Juſt are the Fates, and he a Beggar dy'd. 


But ſheath thy Sword, retire from War's 


Alarms, 
And try thy Power in blooming Celia's Arms. 


* . Curius. 


* 


The trembling Fair, perplex d with Doubts 
and Fears, 
Uncertain ſtands, till thy bright For orm appears: 
Then ftreight, religious Maid! ſhe owns the God, 
And bows obedient to thy awful Nod. 
Twas once my Chance, when youthful Blood 
ran high, 
Beauty's proud Force ou Keapes her Force) 
to try; 1 
Too full of Paſſion I, too void of Grace; 
To Celia's Charms thy Deity gave Place : 
Pardon the Lapſe of an unguarded Hour, 
My unripe Head, and her reſiſtleſs Pow'r; 
For, ſure, if aught thy Goabead can withſtand, 
'Tis the ſoft Numen of the Paphian Land. 
I own I lov'd the too inticing Fair; 
A Soldier and a Bard my Rivals were : 
That Thraſo ſwore he conquer'd by her Eyes; 
And this /of? Swan would mount her to the Skies. 
Unhappy 


{32 )) 
Unhappy —_ whom e vain T * can 


charm, 
Let Gold the Gods of Wit and War diſarm. 


Go, Dunſtable, againſt ſome Fortreſ&-Wall: 
Knock thy hard Head, or face a Cannon- Ball: 
And thou, Sir Tingle, tell thy idle Dreams 
To murmuring Brooks, and — 
Streams:: | 
The lovely Cælia, beautiful and wiſe 
Jo ſhining Gold turns her fair longing Eyes. 
She yields, ſhe yields to more prevailing Charms, 
Pants with Delight, and ſinks into my Arms. 
So Fove affay'd his Danae to obtain 7 
By every Art; but every Art was vain: 
Not Jovehimſelfcouldforce the BrazenTower, 
Till, help'd at need by thy ſuperiour Power, 
He gain'd Admittance in a Golden Shower. 
Had old Acrijfus felt the kindly Dew, 


And known, like me, the Joys that thence 


accrue ; 


He 


He 


( 33 ) 
He had ſnatch'd the Preſent, bray'd the OY 
State, 


Nor fearing Gods, or Men, or Prieſts, or Fate, 


The Oracle forgot, himſelf had led 
His bluſhing Daughter to the genial Bed. 


Nor leſs thy Force unequal'd doſt thou prove 
Mongſt Pæan's Sons, than in the [Ja/;an Grove. 


See on his Bed the ſickly Dotard lie, 
The gaping Legatees around muſt cry; 
His Mind with Cares, his Body wreck'd with 
Pain; 
Would he might live his ſinful Days again : 
A thouſand pious Acts he has in ſtore, 


Which neeroccurr'd to his dull Thoughts before E; 


Unthinking Man !--but now his hoarded Wealth 
He'l make ſubſervient to his future Health; 


He hates the World, nor farther Leaſe would take 


Of this vile Earth, but for Religion's ſake; 
K To 
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To be the Orphan's Father, Widow's Spouſe, 


And build the Hungry, or the Lord an Houſe. 


Fly! call in Aid, to Sloan or Gybbons fly! 
Phyſick forbid ſo good a Man ſhould die.— 
The Doctor mounts the Stairs with ſober Pace, 
Affects the Look, and ſets his formal Face. 
How do you, Sir? Oh! Doctor, never worſe; 


Spare not your Art, and T'] not ſpare my Purſe: 


Five hundred Guineas for my Life, he cries.— 
What gives the Heir?----Frve hundred more 
e dies. 
And juftly. Slave, wouldſt thou renounce thy 
God, | wu 
Unbleſt by him a few ſad Days to nod. 
Gold is my Life, Religion, Vigour, Wealth ; 


| Give me but this, take thou thy future Health. 


Superiour thus in Phyſick, Love, and War, 
Shine with freſh Luſtre at the wrangling Bar; 
Where, 


o 


( 35 } 
Where, by thy Power, with noiſy Rhetorick 
toſt, 


Tropes juſtle Tropes, till common Senſe is loſt. 


The Court is call'd, the Fury-Men are told, 
All Tavebve will Fuftice do, ſo help em Gold. 
Up ſtarts ſome Novice of the ſcolding Race, 
The Dawn of impudence adorns his Face, 
While in ſoft Accents he unfolds the Ca/e. 
His Words are few, becauſe his Gains are ſmall; 
The well-fee'd Sergeant will more copious bawl : 
May it pleaſe the Jury, he, as clear as Light, 
Will prove the Opponent's Fraud, his Client's 

Right ; 


| Statutes on Statutes he before 'em lays, 
And Cafes judg'd in good Queen Be/s's Days. 


Peak verſus Fordan was the very lame: 
He reſts ſecure that he has w6n the Game. 
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Full three long Hours their noiſy Tongues are 

ply'd, 
Much Sweat, much Fuſtian ſpent on either 

Side. = | 
Who ſays the Matter is not fairly try'd?—— 3 
Come, Brother, come, it will againſt you go; 
« You muſt remember the whole Law runs ſo. 
* Fordan and Peak can nothing here ayail ; 
© Peak was for Life, and Jordan Tenant-Tail.--- 
The Man's convinc'd, he knows the Cauſe is bad; 
But, with Submiſſion, has one Word to add: 
That laſt Fjve Pieces ſtill he bears in Mind, 
And the good Sergeant will be wondrous kind; 


He hopes the Court will a mild Sentence pals, 
Nor ſaddle with high Coſts his Clien. AS. 


Shall I, proceed, or is the Labour vain, 
To fing each Province of thy boundleſs Reign? 


Come we at leaſt to thy deſpotick' Sway 
Oer thoſe who boaſt they other Gods obey ; 
The 


( 37 ) 


The Men for myſtic Rites and Viſion fam'd, 
Thro' every Age thy Vaſſals ſtand proclaim'd. 


When the meek Chief from fruitful N;Jus drew 
To Deſerts wild the diſmal choſen Crew ; 
Their Lord's Command obſequious they obey, 
And hye for Canaan try the doubtful Way: 
But firſt, with pious Care, the Memphian Soil 
Of its beſt God, thee mighty Gold. they ſpoil: 
To want thy Aid they deem the greateſt Curſe, 
Nor truſt Fehovab, with an empty Purſe.— 
See Egypt arm'd ruſh thro! the glittering Plain: 
What mean theſe Arms? What would her 

Prince regain ? 

Not the vile Lepers, but the Gold he has loſt; 
And too hard Fate attends the generous Hoſt. 
But leaving theſe, who by a feeble Ray 

Saw but the faint Approaches of the Day; 


Exert thy Force, where more refulgent Light 


Has wholly conquer'd the dim Shades of Night: 
Thy 
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40) 
Thy Progreſs I with Admiration view 


Thro' various Scenes, for ever greatly new. 


The footy Indian had too long been bleſt, 
Too long had Ignorance been of Gola pofleſt ; 
When Fame's loud Trump from the Peruvian 
Shore | 
The fatal Tidings to Hiſþania bore. . 
Shame to Religion! ſhall a Pagan Hand 
© Still weild the Sceptre of this promis d Land? 
Arm! Chriſtians, arm! the holy War to wage; 
Saints, Martyrs, Relicks, all at once engage: 
© We'l ſeize their Gold, and our Religion plant; 
Thus ſhall we their's, and they ſupply our Want. 
© But if the Heathens vile refuſe the Change, 
© Let Blood and Slaughter thro' their Kingdoms 
© range, | 
Heaps of curs'd Inþtels on Heaps be laid, 
And their whole Land one ghaſtly Carnage 
made. 
Pious 


(39) 
Pious reſolve !— The Spaniard now reſigns 
His agus Golden Sands for Indian Mines. 
Juſt in his Choice, Succeſs rewards his Pains, 
The Wicked fly, and he their Wealth obtains. 


Why ſhould I name thyPower, almighty GoJd, 
At Rome, where Heaven (ſo call'd) for thee is 
fold; ; 
In other Worlds Eternity of Bliſs 
By Prieſts convey'd thee to poſſeſs in this; 
Sure Proof, with thee a ſhort Enjoyment here 
To other Joys, tho' endleſs, they prefer. 
Yet Rome, forſooth, with awkward Craft and 
Pride, 1 
Muſt needs, in ſhew, with ſtarving Virtue fide; 
Let her no longer in her Frauds rejoice, 
Let Reformation be the general Voice. 
Reform, ye Fools! but common Senſe obey, 


And Gold ſhall ſtill maintain its wonted Sway; 
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6 
Canons and Rites eſtabliſn, or annul, 
And undiſguis'd, as once, the Church controul; 
Tenets, alternately, ſhall now defend, 
Anon explode, as beſt may ſerve your End: 
The Truth then own, and in that Truth be bold, 
Say Profit is your Creed, your God is Gold. 


Thou glorious Power! that, with diſtin- 
guiſh'd Light, | | 
Shed'ft thy pure Influence on my W 
Sight! | 
Accept the Homage and the bended Knee 
Of him whoſe Eyes, whoſe nn are fix d 
on thee; 
Who pays his ſole Devotion at thy Shrine, 
Worſhips thy Name, and knows thee all-divine. 
To Temples of ſtrange Gods if e'er I go, 
*Tis Rimmom all, mere Pageantry and Show: 
My Soul to thee, to thee my Wiſhes tend, 
My Song begins with thee, with thee ſhall ever end. 


Every 


| (elves Men of Wit, are 
very apt to deſpiſe others, 
and complain heavily 
that Men muſt converſe 


with Vorks Nothing more common 


than „Did you ever hear ſuch a 
« ſtupid Fellow)? Could you find 
&« what his long Tale drove at? 
« How unhappy it 1s that Men of 
ce tolerable Taſte muſt be compell d 
« to aſſociate with ſuch ignorant 
c Creatures! I would tell theſe 
very refin d Gentlemen a Story. — 
Once upon a Time a certain Lapi- 
dary had placed a Diamond of great 
Value in the near Ne 
|  -Þ of 
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— (42) 
of a Briftol-Stone, who thought him- 
ſelf honour'd to lie in the ſame Caſ- 
ket with his beautiful Companion : 
When all on a ſudden the diſdain- 
ful Diamond began to ſwell like 
Aſop's Frog, and toſſed and flung. 
like a Woman of Quality compell'd 
to ſerve God in the ſame Pew with 
a Grocer”s I; ife. Our faſtidious 
Spark utter'd not a Word ; but ex- 
preſs d the Pertutbation of his Mind 
in a Countenance more than uſually 
clouded. he poor Plebeias was 
deſirous t to know whence this Change 
might ariſe ; but was doubtful in 


what Words to make his Addreſs. 


At laſt, with one of his beſt Bows, 
„ What has haf ppen'd, ſays he, to 
« cauſe this UncaGineſs *. I thought 
“ you, Mr. Brilliant, had been fo 
« happy in yourſelf, ſo well fatisfied 
« with your own Brightneſs, that 
« nothing could ruffle your Mind, 
« or bring a Gloom upon your Fra- 
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tures. Pray tell me, are you not 
uneaſy ? Yes, thou Audacious | 
I am uneaſy, replied the enraged 
2 and ſhall continue ſo, as 
ong as I am forced to bear thy 
hated Sight. Good Lord | fays 
the other, why ſhould you talk at 
this rate; I'm ſure I have done 
nothing to affront you; and if 
not ſo very bright, I am a Stone 
as well as you, and he that made 
one made t'other.---Yes, Wretch |! 
I know thou art a Stone, an in- 
ſignificant worthleſs Stone, and 
Fog for the vile Uſe thou art put to: 


Go, make ſome painted Actreſs 


ſhine, or grace the Rewl of a 
Sbem- Heros Hat: Go, punk out 
ſome lewd Drury Prat or 
cover Strumpet | s Hair upon a 
Taylor's Finger. I travel through 
Fa, World, admir'd and coveted 
in every Region: Crowns are by 
me adorn'd; by me embeliſh'd 
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Beauty graces Princes Courts: I 
add more Force to native Charms, 
and Charms beſtow where Nature 
has been wanting : The niceſt 
Virtue is to me compared, and 
even that nice Virtue I can 
conquer : By me the Fop a 


Prude can gain, and a mean 


Cit can mix with noble Blood. 
And am I thought Companion fit 
for thee, thou, Mou d-be-ſome- 
thing. which, when rightly known, 
art ſhamed thyſelf, and Shame to 
thy Poſſeſſor. Curſe on the luck- 


leſs Chance that me has link'd in 


ſuch cloſe Fellowſhip with one fo 
vile. Know, Slave, I hate thee 
from my very Soul, thou Vulgar 
and Profane and, but that 1 
ſcorn fo foul an Office, would 
make thee feel as well as hear my 
Indignation : Id Here an ho- 


neſt plain-dealing Opake, that was 


near and had __ what paſs d, 
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broke Silence.-— Mr. Brilliant, I 


am ſurprized you ſhould fo far 
forget yourſelf, as to treat a quiet 


Neighbour in this rough Manner: 


It ill becomes your Brightneſs to 
abuſe Every-body that is not 16 
bright as yourſelf. I think you 

ought rather to be thankful that 


you ſo much excel (as I own you 


do) than to deſpiſe one who can- 
not do you any Prejudice, and i is, 


to my Knowledge, ſo far gone in 


a good Opinion of you, that he is 
never ſo well pleaſed, as when he 
can behave ſo in Company as to be 


taken for you: We are as ſo many 
Foils ſubſervient to your ſuperi- 
our Luſtre, Enjoy your Felicity, 
therefore, without being proud ; 

and learn to have a juſt Value for 


your own Worth, without deſpi- 
ſing all other Orden and Degrees 
of Stones, who have their Uſe as 


well as you. Where would you 


have 
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% have Diamonds to build Pefey 
« Churches, and make Columns, 
& Arches, Steps, Rails, what not # 
ge. Go-to, ſhine on, I ſay, quietly and 
te he thankful.” The Diamond, 
wondering to hear ſo handſome a 
Diſcourſe from an Opale, paus d a- 
while ; and, after ſome Conſidera- 
tion, acknowledged the Reaſonable- 
nels of the Advice, beg d n 

and ned he ſtood n | 
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BID EN are very buſy oh the 
AN Word Good name. They 
muſt ſupport their Good- 
name. He that takes a+ 
way my Good-name takes away my 
Life, viz. he takes away my Live- 
lihood.-—-True; there it clinches. 
Good-name is not conſidered in a 
real and valuable Senſe z but as it 
enables a Man to carry on certain 
Affairs, by which he hopes to enjoy 
the Good Things of the World, or 
raiſe a Fortune to his Family. T heſe 
Affairs he carries on, not upon any 
virtuous or ſocial Maxims, but merely 

for 


— — <dreragreb mg. 
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8 
for his own Profit ; and it's enough 
if he can compals this with Impuni- 
ty from the Laws. Hence, if any 
one (how ſtrong ſoever his Convic- 
tion) inſinuate that our Man of 
Good-name is a Knave, he will take 
the Law of him. It is pleaſant to 
hear one of theſe appealing for the 

Uprightneſs of his Life and Actions. 
Is there a Man that can charge him 
with any diſhoneſt Dealing? No 
Man ſays he can, — and the Knave, 
like the Phariſee in the Text, goes 
home well ſatisfied; and ſnug, ſe- 
cure and juſtified, purſues his Craft. 
But if you ſhould be ſo imprudent 
to tell him, that, for all his daring 
Appeals, and ſly Carriage, you know 
him to be no better than he ſhould 
be : Preſently follows, © Bear wit- 
ce neſs, Neighbours, and currat Lex. 
So, at a Coronation, when the Blood 
of the Dimmocks throws down his 


Gauntlet ; though there may be ſe- 
veral 


| 
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veral Spectators who have ſome Scru- 1 
ples about the Affair, and many 
Knights who would not refuſe to 
break a Spear with the Champion; 
- yet certain Laws and Statutes, ſup- 
ported by Beef-eaters, Guards, &c. 
make Mr. Dimmock pals for the moſt 
intrepid Hero, and the Monarch's | 
Title equal to a Jus divinum, We- q 
mine contradicente. Thus, a King's I 
Claim, and a Dealer's Good name, 1 
are tickliſh Things: He that diſ- [| 
putes the one may ſuffer the Laſh, 
and whoever reflects on the other 
will be caſt in Damages, and ſad- j! 
aled with Coſts. A Good-name is 1 
a very choice Commodity; and he 
that robs a Man of it ought to be 
anſwerable for as much as the Owner 
could have made of it. For in- 
ſtance, I bid a Man the Value of any 
thing; he tells me, upon his Repu- 
tation, it is worth Ten Pounds more. 


Now, 1 his Reputation and my Cre- 
G dulity 


0 530) 
dulity run his h, he ſells his Good. 
nume for Ten 1 ; and his Re- 
pution or Good- name may thus be 
ſold in one Day as often as a Maid- 
enhead at Mother Needham's. It is 
manifeſt, therefore, that the taking 
away a Good-name is taking away a 
very uſeful and valuable Thing; and 
a Jury ought to conſider the Man 
that is thus injur'd, and repair him 
in Damages accordingly.— And this 
ſort of Good -name, with its Appur- 
tenances, is the Good- name ſo much 
contended for. To get the Repu- 
tation of being benevolent, candid, 
and humane; a faithful Friend, a 
compaſſionate Creditor, a confider- 
ate Maſter, a good MWeighbour, a 
Lover of Merit, indulgent to the 
Paſſions of others, and a Corrector 
of his own : This is a fort of Good- 
name he has no Notion of, nor ever 
deſires to be incumbred with. It is 


a a out of his Ps and let thoſe 
deal 


3 
deal in it that underſtand it. He 
can make Two hundred per Cent. of 
his own Good-name; and by the 
other he ſhould perhaps be out of 
Pocket. To ſeek ſuch a Good name, 
would look more like a Projector 
than a cautious Dealer; would ſet 


half the Neighbourhood upon the 


Shrug : It would be an unprofitable 


Way of ſpending his Time, and 
what he could not anſwer to God 
and his Family. If any Man charge 
him with want of Reputation of this 
kind ; he values not the Tittle-tattle 
of the World; he is Proof againſt all 
they can ſay, "and purſues be lawful 
Calling, 
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Cofſee-Houſe Saunterers. 


HFave been ſauntering a- 
bout from Coffee-Houſe 
to Coffee-Houſe; and 
have wearied thoſe 
drowzy Aſylums of the 
Indolent and Enervate. I am really 
fatigued with having nothing to do; 
and have ſpent an Afternoon in a 
moſt tireſome Inactivity. How 
much better to amuſe one's ſelf with 
the ingenious Productions of learned 
Men; or even theſe more faint At- 
tempts of my own. To Read, or 
Write, is a Relief from that Drud- 
gery of Lazineſs I have undergone z 
and 
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6349 
and it is better to be employed ih 
even the lighteſt Levities, than to 
rub the Eyes over a ſtupid News- 
Paper; or let-down the Chin into 
the Boſom in a wide-ſtretch'd Yawn. 
I have ſeen at Hurts ſome halt- 
ſleeping half-waking, miſerably re- 
clined, like the Picture of Sommus 
or Sloth among the Poets. At But- 
tons they ſaunter from Room ta 
Room; and, by their Reſtlefneſ, 
expreſs the intolerable Pain' of ha- 
ving nothing to do. At Toms the 
whole Balcony is lined with the Un- 
happy ; and the poor Beaus are in 
the utmoſt Anxiety for ſhorter Days. 
What can they do with ſuch lazy Suns! 
and what wicked Rhymer has clip'd 
the Wings of Time , This is their 
Caſe: I aw their Diſtreſs ſo long 
that J began to ſympathize; and 
had no other Way of Cure, but 
to leave the infectious Scenes ; ta 
ſtir and rouſe my Mind from the 

growing 
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growing Lethargy ; and, if nothing 
elſe comes of my Paſtime, I have 
the Advantage of avoiding a Diſtem- 
per, and that the moſt irkſome and 
afflicting I ever felt. I have had 
the Head-ach and the Gout : Both 
are ſevere Pains ; but nothing com- 
parable to that inacute yet dreadful 
Pain of Mothingneſs, which I have 
felt this Day: Let me for the future 
avoid this ; and, whatever elſe be- 
fals me, I will ſubmit with Patience. 


June 20, 
1722. 
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